FREE UNIVERSITY RESEARCH PROJECTS FOR POLITICAL ACTION 


The Free University of California is starting a series of research 
projects, informal seminars, and a clearing house of ideas and contacts 
on current social and political problems. The projects and seminars 
are intended to provide a source of information for political and 


of education and intellectual 


civil rights groups, and 
stimulation for students off subj S not normally taught at the Unnhversity. 
When possible, research projects will be oriented around a seminar on 
the same subject, with suggestions for research coming from seminar 
leaders and participants. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP DO RESEARCH ON 
ANY OF THE TOPICS SUGGESTED BELOW, OR IF YOU HAVE AN INTEREST +O? 
INCLUDED ON THE LIST OF PROJECTS BELOW, PLEAS iN YOUR NAME AND 
INDICATE YOUR INTERESTS. Research projects and sewinars will begin 
around the first of March; quite possibly term papers for regula 
University courses can be combined. Already the following projects 
are planned. (Asterisk indicates probable seminar.) 
1) Oakland: Urban problems and politics 
2) San Francisco: Urban renewal program and the S.F. power structure. 
3) Agri-business and agricultural labor.* 
Each of these projects is of primary and imuediate importance for 
civil rights and political activities now in operation, Findings on 
these taphcs will be used right away. Some prospectuses are attached. 
Whitever your interest, or whatever research you would like to have 
done, the Free University will help you do it, by getting together 
people who have similar research interests and needs. There is no 


liuwit to the possible number of ar as of interest in which the Free 


University could provide coordination or assistance. 


If interested, sign up at the table, or call GCC Headquarters at 


TH-5-6000, ext. 3334, or Ted Hayes at TH-9-4994, 


Funds are needed to get these projects going. 
6 i$ J & 


Labor Donated 


OBKLAND RESEARCH PROJECT----URBAN PROBLEMS AND POLITICS 


This is a big project of immediate use to East Bay civil rights groups. 

The general padan is to divide Oakland into a number of "issue-areas." In all 
issue-areas we are interested in who the people are who are in authority to 
make decisions, what their connections are, and what decisions they will and 
will not make. Perhaps more important, who are the people that most influencd 
decision making by their political or economic power. 

Some of the principal issue areas follow, along with a preliminary list of 
topics withitt the area on which information is needed. 


|. Education. Political rundown ofn the sbbool board and political history 
of Oakland school district. What educationa, services are provided. Cost 
per pupil. What goes on inside the sbhool. Educational conditions for 
students and teachers. Comparisons of teaching levels, salary scales, 
attitudes and atmospheres. How teachers are hired. School discipline. 
Relationships between. students, teachers, and administrators. 


2. Housing. Rundowns of official agensies. Housing conditions. Comparitive 
rents. Housing discrimination. Role of real estate and construction in- 
terests. Density per room. Bathrooms per person. Enforcement of building 
codes. Zoning. Zoning. Neighborhood conditions. Parks. Lighting. 

Streets maintenance. Can a man making $2 an hour afford to live in housing 
built by a man making $4.75? 


3, Welfare. Welfare rights. Administration of welfare progsaams. What 
local, state and federal laws is the county not implementing. Who decides 
how welfare progaams will be administered. Does anyone make big money out 
of welfare? 


4. Job creation. Implementation of existing laws. Unemployment. Causes 
and problems of unemployment. Unemployment patterns. Discriminatory hiring. 
Attraction of new industry. Power structure's attitudes toward unemployment. 
Discrimination in finacing and support of new business. Role of Labor. 


5. Police and Court practices. Police quotas. Brutality. Arrestees' rights. 
How police get promotions. Hiring of police. What they are taught. Treatment 
of people by courts. Bail. Sentencing. Fines. Police files, spying, use 

of undercover agents. Phone tapping. Police in§gluence on urban politics and 
economics. Who influences the police. Penal practices in city and county 
jails. 


6. Politics, A. Political structure. Survey of office-holding power 
structue, Election laws and districting. Connections of people in power/ 
Campaigning practices. What decisions and laws get made. Who has influence, 
who plays along? 

B. Economic power structure. Who are the major industries, 
holders of real estate, employers, taxpayers. Who does the most business 
with the city and county governments. What influence to they have on 
lawmaking and urban problems listed above. 


To work on this project sign up at the table or call Ted Hayes at TH 9 4994 
or Charles Bordin at TH 3 0767. 


SAN FRANCISCO URBAN RENEWAL RESEARCH TOPIUS--~--~.~-PROSPECTHS. 


It is possible that an informal seminar can be run on the techniques, 
problems, and power relationships of Urban renewal in San Francisco. 
The following is an outline of needed research subjects. 


1. Power Structure Analysis. 


a) Examiner-Chronicle publishers, and political biographies of 
members of politic .1l agencies concerned with urban renewal--- the Public 
Housing Authority, Redevelopment Commission, the Soard of Supervisors. 


b) Fillmore Merchants Association, particularly its connections 
with the projects included in Redevelopment Area Two, the Fillmore Shopping 
Center, the Japanese Cultrual Center and the Mihon Machi (Japanese Town). 


c) All: real estate and investment companies with holdings in Area’ Two. 


2. An up-to-date list of all property owners in Araa Two. 

3. A handbook of procedures, legalities, etc. for setting up cooperative, 
low-income housing developments and small business cocperatives ina 
redevelopment area. 

4, A handbook of tenant rights and housing codes and regulations. 

5. A handbook of welfare recipients’ rights in San Francisco. 

6. An outline of the procedures necessary to place a referendum on the 


Aan Francisco ballot, and how to recall members of the S.F. Board of 
supervisors. 


This is only a- partial list of possible research ideas . Any other topics 
of specific interest to you will be included. 
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